The freshwater habitats of Chennai (=Madras) and its environs have been surveyed extensively for the past 100 years since Raj in 1910 (Raj 1916 . Recent surveys by Knight (2010a) and Knight & Devi (2010) have revealed that most of the freshwater fish species known from pre-existing data to have inhabited these environs of Chennai have continued to do so; while additional species, of which many are alien, now occur in the area as well, as a result of unmanaged aquaculture and/or unregulated aquarium trade. The aquarium trade has already been responsible for the introduction of a few notorious alien invasive species into the natural waters of Chennai, such as the Loricariidae catfishes of the genus Pterygoplichthys Though the ecological impacts of neither Trichopsis vittata or Macropodus opercularis have been documented, it is quite obvious that like T. trichopterus, they would also compete for niche space with native species such as Trichogaster lalius and Pseudosphromenus cupanus (Knight 2010b). As both T. vittata and M. opercularis are air-breathers and exhibit parental care, they will be able and polluted water systems with high biological oxygen to survive and reproduce.
It is relevant to note that both and in Singapore and Japan (Wang et al. 1999) . It is rather higher probability of such species being released into the wild. The propagule pressure theory clearly demonstrates in freshwater habitats (Duggan et al. 2006 ). Though it is quite convincing that both and were introduced into the natural waters of Chennai, contrary to the propagule pressure theory, both these species are not very common in the aquarium stores in the city, with being completely absent from 
